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easy. Our Nation is militarily, politi-
cally, economically, and emotionally
exhausted by wars, and now we have
been forced to embark on yet another.

Americans are justifiably repulsed by
and fixated on the more immediate
chaos of televised beheadings. A more
abstract future threat of a nuclear Iran
is beyond the horizon of most Ameri-
cans, and the ayatollahs are counting
on that. It is one of the many ways
that the conflicts in Iraq and Syria are
connected to our Iranian dilemma.

Coping with all of that at once is
what leadership is all about. Four
American Presidents, including our
current President, have declared that a
nuclear-weapons-capable Iran is unac-
ceptable. I will repeat that: Four
American Presidents, including this
current President, have declared that a
nuclear-weapons-capable Iran is unac-
ceptable.

To give meaning to that repeated
commitment and to do whatever is nec-
essary to prevent Iran from getting
that dangerous capability is the most
urgent matter facing the United States
and international security. A robust
uranium-enrichment industry in Iran
means a capability to produce nuclear
weapons within an unacceptably brief
amount of time.

The consequences of a nuclear-weap-
ons-capable Iran are not tolerable, not
acceptable, and must motivate the
most powerful and effective efforts pos-
sible to prevent it from happening.
That is our challenge. That is the role
of the Senate. So we must insist on
playing a significant role in the exam-
ination of whatever is being done and
whatever might be put before us so we
can examine it carefully and not repeat
the mistakes of the past as we have
with the North Koreans.

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico). The clerk will
call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, on Tues-
day evening Senator INHOFE and I an-
nounced that we had reached an agree-
ment with the chairman and the rank-
ing member of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee on a new national de-
fense authorization bill for fiscal year
2015. The text of the bill and report
were published on the Web site of the
House Rules Committee that evening,
and on Wednesday morning we put out
a press release detailing the provisions
of the bill.

The bill passed the House earlier this
afternoon by a vote of 300 to 119, and
we expect to take it up in the Senate
next week.

Our bill includes hundreds of impor-
tant provisions to authorize the activi-
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ties of the Department of Defense and
provide for the well-being of our men in
uniform and their families. The bill
will enable the military services to
continue paying special pays and bo-
nuses which are needed for recruitment
and retention of key personnel. It pro-
vides continued impact aid to support
military families and local school dis-
tricts. It strengthens survivor benefits
for disabled children of servicemem-
bers. It includes provisions addressing
the employment of military spouses,
job placement for veterans, and mili-
tary child custody disputes. It address-
es military hazing, military suicides,
post-traumatic stress disorder, and
mental health problems in the mili-
tary. And it includes 20 provisions to
continue to build on the progress we
are starting to make in addressing the
scourge of sexual assault in the mili-
tary.

The bill provides continued funding
and authorities for ongoing operations
in Afghanistan and for our forces con-
ducting operations against the Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria, so-called ISIS.
As requested by the administration, it
authorizes the Department of Defense
to train and equip vetted members of
the moderate Syrian opposition and to
train and equip national and local
forces who are actively fighting ISIS in
Iraq. It establishes a counterterrorism
partnership fund to provide the admin-
istration new flexibility in addressing
emerging terrorist threats around the
world.

In addition, the bill extends the Af-
ghanistan Special Immigrant Visa Pro-
gram, providing for 4,000 new visas, and
addresses a legal glitch that precluded
members of the ruling parties in
Kurdistan from receiving visas under
the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Our bill takes steps to respond to
Russian aggression in Ukraine by au-
thorizing $1 billion for a European re-
assurance initiative to enhance the
U.S. military presence in Europe and
build partner capacity to respond to se-
curity threats of which no less than $75
million would be committed for activi-
ties and assistance to support Ukraine,
by requiring a review of the U.S. and
NATO force posture, readiness, and
contingency plans in Europe, and by
expressing support for both lethal and
nonlethal military assistance to
Ukraine.

The bill adds hundreds of millions of
dollars in funding to improve the readi-
ness of our Armed Forces across all
branches—Active, Guard, and Re-
serve—to help blunt some of the nega-
tive effects of sequestration. It in-
cludes provisions addressing the threat
of cyber warfare, providing woman-
owned small businesses the same sole-
source contracting authority that is al-
ready available to other categories of
small businesses, expanding the No
Contracting With the Enemy Act to all
government agencies, and requiring
governmentwide reform of information
technology acquisition. And although
we were unable to bring the Senate-re-
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ported bill—a bill that was reported by
our committee—to the floor for amend-
ment, we established an informal clear-
ing process, pursuant to which we were
able to clear 44 Senate amendments—
roughly an equal number on each side
of the aisle—and to include them in our
new bill.

When the bill comes to the floor, I
will have a lot more to say about some
of the more difficult issues in the bill,
such as provisions addressing military
compensation reform, Army force
structure, and Guantanamo detainees,
as well as the so-called lands package
that we included in our bill based on a
bipartisan, bicameral request of the
committees of jurisdiction.

I hope our colleagues will take the
opportunity to review our bill. It is ob-
viously a long bill. There are going to
be enough days, we believe, to review
the bill so our colleagues can have a
fair opportunity to see what is in our
bill. We are proud of the bill. We think
it is a good bill. It would be the 42nd or
43rd straight year we will have passed
a military authorization bill, a Defense
authorization bill, if we are able to
pass the bill next week.

I hope our colleagues will take the
opportunity over the next few days to
review the bill and hopefully give it the
kind of broad support it deserves and
that it received today in the House of
Representatives.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning business
and Senators be allowed to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DEATH IN CUSTODY REPORTING
ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have
long worked to pass legislation to
bring additional transparency and ac-
countability to the government. I do so
again today by calling on all Senators
to support the Death in Custody Re-
porting Act, a bill that has moved mul-
tiple times through the Senate Judici-
ary Committee and should pass the
Senate without further delay.

This is about an open and fair gov-
ernment. The Death in Custody Re-
porting Act requires that local and
Federal law enforcement officials re-
port deaths that occur while people are
held in their custody, including those
that occur during arrest. Nothing
more. Just yesterday the Wall Street
Journal reported that hundreds of po-
lice-related deaths are unaccounted for
in Federal statistics. I ask that the ar-
ticle, “‘Hundreds of Police Killings Are
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